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Texas Transportation Code 

Book of transportation laws 

Governs travel on waterways, 
roadways, airways, and railroads

Covers vehicles, people, animals, and 
goods 

Where to find it? 

The TTC can be found online at: 
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/

A hard copy of the statutes can be 
found at the Legislative Reference 
Library on the second floor of the 

Capitol in Austin, Texas

Title 7. Vehicles and Traffic is where 
most of the laws about pedestrians 

and bicyclists exist. These statutes are 
primarily under Subtitle C. Rules of the 

Road, Chapters 551 and 552.
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What is right-of-way? 

• Right-of-way states who has the right to proceed.

• Following the right-of-way laws reduces the probability 
of conflict between motorists and pedestrians.

• Yielding right-of-way helps reduce confusion which can 
lead to conflicts and crashes.
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Laws for Motorists
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Topics Covered 

Bicycle=Vehicle Right-of-Way Marked 
Crosswalks

Right-of-Way 
Unmarked Crosswalks 
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Lisa Torry Smith Act (TTC 545.428)

A motor vehicle that strikes a vulnerable road user who is legally using a 
crosswalk or walking along the roadway is guilty of a Class A Misdemeanor 
if: 

• the pedestrian or person operating a bicycle, motor-assisted scooter, 
electronic personal assistive mobility device, neighborhood electric 
vehicle or a golf cart sustains bodily injury.

• The offense is a state jail felony if the vulnerable road user sustains 
serious bodily injury.
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Crossing and Yielding Right of Way: What does the law say? 

• Drivers must stop and yield to pedestrians crossing a roadway in a crosswalk 
if the pedestrian is on the driver’s half of the roadway or approaching so 
closely from the opposite half as to be in danger (TTC Sec. 552.003(a)) 

• Drivers must stop and yield to a pedestrian at a traffic control signal who 
begins crossing when the "Walk" signal is displayed or when the green ball 
indication is displayed in their direction (TTC Sec. 552.001 and 552.002) 

• If a vehicle is stopped to allow a pedestrian to cross, any other drivers 
approaching from behind cannot pass the stopped vehicle (TTC Sec. 
552.003(c)) 
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Crossing and Yielding Right of Way: What does 
the law say? 

• Drivers exiting or entering a road, driveway or alley must stop and yield to 
pedestrians walking across that road, driveway, or alley (TTC Sec. 
552.006(c))

• When passing a bicyclist, vehicle operators are required to provide a safe 
distance between their vehicle and the bicyclist and may not move back to 
the right until safely clear of the passed bicyclist (TTC Sec. 545.053)

• A motor vehicle occupant may not open their door on the side of moving 
traffic unless the door may be opened without interfering with the 
movement of traffic (including bicyclists) (TTC Sec. 545.418)  
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Laws for Bicyclists
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Crossing and Yielding Right of Way: What does the 
law say? 

A bicycle is considered a vehicle, so a bicyclist must yield right of way under the same circumstances as 
a person driving a motor vehicle. 
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Other Relevant Right-of-Way Laws 

• A bicyclist who is moving slower than other traffic must ride on the right side of 
the roadway unless the lane is less than 14 feet wide and doesn’t have a bike lane 
(TTC Sec. 551.103(a))

• The bicyclist may leave the bike lane and the right side of the roadway to make a 
left turn or maneuver around a fixed object, vehicle, pedestrian, animal, or 
surface hazard (TTC Sec. 551.103(a)(3))
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Laws for Pedestrians
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Crossing and Yielding Right of 
Way: What does the law say? 

• At a traffic signal, a pedestrian is required to begin crossing 
when they are facing a pedestrian control signal displaying 
“Walk” or a green signal if there is not a pedestrian signal 
(TTC Sec. 552.001 and 552.002)

• A pedestrian must yield the right-of-way to a vehicle if not 
crossing at a crosswalk (marked or unmarked) (TTC Sec. 
552.005(a))

• A pedestrian may not suddenly leave a curb or other place 
of safety and proceed into a crosswalk in the path of a 
vehicle so close that it is impossible for the vehicle operator 
to yield (TTC Sec. 552.003)

(Continued next slide)
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Crossing and 
Yielding Right of 
Way: What does 

the law say? 

A pedestrian must use the sidewalk if it is 
provided and accessible to the pedestrian. If a 
sidewalk is not provided, a pedestrian walking 
on the roadway must walk on the left side of 
the roadway if possible (TTC Sec. 552.006)

A pedestrian is not allowed to cross the 
roadway between two adjacent intersections 
controlled by traffic signals unless they are 
crossing at a marked crosswalk(TTC Sec. 
552.005(b))
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Applying Our 
Knowledge
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Scenario 1 

A red SUV was stopped at a red light facing north bound. When the light 
turned green the SUV made a right turn to travel east bound. While turning 
the SUV  hit a pedestrian crossing the road in the crosswalk who was walking 
north bound. The pedestrian control signal indicated it was safe for the 
pedestrian to walk. 

Could this crash have been prevented? If so, how?
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Scenario 2

A pedestrian was rushing to class 
and decided to cross the road when 
the signal stated Do Not Walk. They 
were hit by a small passenger car 
turning on a green arrow. 

Could this crash have been 
prevented? If so, how?
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Scenario 3

Could this crash have been prevented? If so, how? 

A bicyclist made an “Idaho stop” (treated a stop sign as a yield) when 
crossing at an intersection which resulted in the bicyclist hitting a 

pedestrian crossing  perpendicular in a crosswalk. 
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Training Conclusion

Thank you for participating!

Slide 23


