
 

2019 RELIEVER AIRPORT MANAGER OF THE YEAR AWARD 

Simply put, this year’s reliever airport manager of the year is a consummate professional. Our 
winner started his career at the airport in 2009 as airport manager and in this capacity, he 
has lead numerous efforts to strengthen the airport’s role in the Texas Airport System.  

This year’s winner has taken leadership roles throughout his tenure, from updating the 
airport’s minimum standards to leading a multiagency taskforce to coordinate the use of 
Unmanned Aerial Systems near airports. In addition to his daily duties at the airport, he is an 
active leader in the airport industry.  

Our winner and his staff are dedicated to making the airport a first class facility and are 
proactive when it comes to airport development. Each year, he conducts a comprehensive 5-
Year Airport Capital Improvement Plan review. Over the course of the last two years, he has 
secured over $5 Million in grant awards to make necessary safety and design improvements to 
the airport. Furthermore, in 2018 the airport will be implementing a Pavement Management 
Program to further protect the investment in airfield pavement.  

He is also extremely business savvy and has lead the airport to being financially self-
sustainable for the first time in its history. He led an effort in 2017 to gain 100% federal 
funding for the Air Traffic Control Tower based on increased air traffic activity. He has also 
been efficient in the use of gas well revenue to balance the airports budget through 
revenue-producing ventures and has used public- private partnerships to help fund the 
construction of a fire station to service the airport and nearby city. 

Our winner was named to the 2016 Airport Business the Top 40 under 40; a testament to his 
professionalism and contributions to the aviation industry. This prestigious award 
demonstrates his value to the broader aviation community and validates his 
accomplishments. 

He has also lead the implementation of numerous projects over the last year at the airport. 
Currently, he is collaborating with TxDOT Aviation on a major taxiway infrastructure 
project on the east side of the airfield that will greatly improve safety and access for larger 
aircraft using that portion of the airfield. With support from TxDOT Aviation, he was able 
to gain additional funding to get this project completed in one phase, instead of many, to 
help ease the impact to the users of the airport. Throughout the design process, he has 
been in constant communication with his tenants to make sure the airport continues to 
serve users in a safe and efficient manner during the initial phases of construction. 

As a vibrant Reliever Airport for the region, his airport is home to over 235 based aircraft 
including 10 jets and tops 70,000 annual operations. As an Accredited Member of the 
American Association of Airport Executives since 2015, he currently serves as an at-large 
board member for the AAAE South Central Chapter as well as Chairman of the AAAE General 



 

Aviation Chapter Committee.  

It is with great pride that we announce Aaron Barth as the 2018 Texas Reliever Airport 
Manager of the Year. 
 

 

 


