
THE 2019 GENERAL AVIATION AIRPORT OF THE YEAR AWARD 

To say that our winner of this year’s general aviation airport of the year award has consistently provided 
great service to tenants and community while facing down several catastrophic events would be an 
understatement.  

In 2016, historic flooding in central Texas made its way downstream to the airport. When the river 
finally crested, it was at record levels, causing flooding at the airport and the eventual closure for over a 
week. The airport entry road was underwater for a week. To get to the airport to assess damage, the 
airport manager relied on local officials to ferry him via airboat. Knowing the importance of keeping 
their tenants apprised of the airport’s current status, they posted continuous updates, along with 
photos and videos to their Facebook page.  

In 2017, the arrival of Hurricane Harvey saw more flooding at the airport. To help prevent such future 
flooding, the Airport and County paid for realignment of drainage and construction of drainage ditches. 

Many aviation businesses operate out of the airport including Dow Chemical and Bucee’s, with both 
having based aircraft at the airport. Being a vital hub of commerce, our award winning airport has 
undergone many improvements in the past few years including: 

• A Master Plan Update  
• A Runway Reconstruction Project  
• The design and construction of a new Terminal Building  
• The installation of Wildlife Fencing  
• A Wildlife Hazard Assessment  
• Apron and Ramp Reconstruction  
• FBO Hangar Construction, and  
• City Water Plant & Sewer Construction  

Our winner is also a consistent yearly user of maximum RAMP funds. 

The airport is also home to a busy onsite restaurant that serves up delicious local food for both flyers 
and the community, who know where to find the best fried shrimp around.  

No airport does it alone, as our award winning airport certainly receives remarkable support from 
county officials. One of the officials noted “A thriving county airport is an important asset to the county. 
While some view it as a luxury for the big corporations and county elite, it can be a valuable resource to 
grow and support the local economy.” 

The airport manager strongly believes in mentoring to the next generation of aviation professionals.  He 
has a continued relationship with Texas Southern University and has mentored at least 3 students in the 
past 3 years.  Those students have completed 3-month-long onsite internships in an effort to help them 
learn as much as possible at this airport.  He has helped them to learn the importance of networking for 
job placement and led them to be involved in aviation organizations. He also speaks every year at 
multiple elementary grade schools and junior highs on Career Days in an effort to educate young people 
about the career options that are available for young men and women within aviation. 



Recently, a brave young battling cancer was featured on the local news. Her dream? To become a police 
officer. The local police heard her story and made her an honorary officer with a uniform and badge. To 
top of her special day, she went on a courtesy helicopter ride from the DPS hangar at the airport to the 
local police station. Our award winning airport worked with local law enforcement to help make the 
young lady’s dream come true.  

Giving back to the community while providing stellar service to their clients is what this airport is all 
about. Please join me in congratulating TEXAS GULF COAST REGIONAL AIRPORT as the 2019 GENERAL 
AVIATION AIRPORT OF THE YEAR.  

 


