
THE 2019 GENERAL AVIATION AIRPORT MANAGER OF THE YEAR AWARD 

Our winner this year immediately hit the ground running when hired at the airport.   

His accomplishments include engaging in critical public speaking engagements that educated the public 
on the importance of the airport to their community. He took giant steps toward creating a positive 
relationship with the Airport Advisory Board and fostered a culture of training and cross training within 
the ranks of airport personnel that included bringing training standards up to meet FAA requirements 
for the airport, which conducts charter operations. 

Our winner completed the Airport Master Plan making the airport grant eligible for many years to come 
and developed a Customer Resource Management program wherein raw data is collected from aviation 
based tourism, then formatted and communicated to local business owners in an effort to demonstrate 
the value of a high functioning airport within the community. 

With laser focus, he made customer service the highest priority right behind safety. To improve safety, 
each facility on the airport was equipped with the appropriate number of fire extinguishers and an 
annual fuel tank inspections was started which uncovered potential issues before they became serious 
safety concerns.  

Our winner has made their mark in the community by presenting at career days at elementary schools 
and mentoring at-risk youth through community service. He accomplished all this after taking over for a 
long-time airport director.  

But nearly two years ago, an event happened that changed everything.  

August 25, 2017, is a day that the local residents will never forget. It was the day Hurricane Harvey, a 
Category 4 hurricane, made landfall at peak intensity at this airport with winds of 130 mph; becoming 
the first major hurricane to make landfall in the United States since Wilma in 2005. 

When our winner emerged from the terminal building, where he had stayed the night riding out the 
storm with his staff and a few family members, total devastation greeted them.  

In all, nine hangars were destroyed, including four box hangars and 5 nests of T-hangars, for a total of 
more than 100,000 square feet of space. Extensive damage was done to the electrical infrastructure. An 
entire plane was lost that was later found mangled against a game fence on the other side of the airport.  

They went straight to work, first clearing the primary runway of debris and then communicating with 
state and federal agencies that the airport was open to helicopter operations within 24 hours. And then 
getting word to the same agencies that the airport was open and could sustain daytime fixed-wing 
operations within 72 hours. They orchestrated and directed further cleanup of the airport ramps and 
taxiways which opened the door to the airport becoming a hub for relief supplies delivered by aircraft as 
well as truck, and managed the placement and staging of more than 250 utility trucks and pieces of 
equipment on the airfield.  

Currently, the airport is up and running at about 90% from an airport services standpoint and are back 
to normal on fuel delivery services. Though they have a waiting list of about 30 airplane owners who 
want a T-hangar, it would be wise not to bet against this manager doing whatever it takes to bring this 
airport back to its previous tenant levels.  



Please join us in congratulating MIKE GEER, AIRPORT MANAGER, ARANSAS COUNTY AIRPORT in 
ROCKPORT as the 2019 GENERAL AVIATION AIRPORT MANAGER OF THE YEAR.  

 

 

 


